Ann Elizabeth Henderson
August 15, 1954 ~ March 9, 2021

Ann was someone who really impacted my life, yet probably had no idea she did so. Ten years ago when my five
kids were all very young, and | had no extended family living nearby, | was struggling. Struggling with my five kids
ages seven and under, including very rambunctious twin toddler boys and a constantly ill baby. | was worn thin and
feeling like no matter what I did, it just wasn't enough and | never had a break from it all. Then one day | saw USU
advertising upcoming free community classes in the paper...my heart flew...I could do this...one night a month, for
only an hour or so. And | did. | met Ann and felt relief at the sight of her soft smile and knowledgeable words. |
enjoyed laughing along with the others as we listened to the instructors funny trial and fail stories, the bond of their
friendship obvious. | signed up for every class | could attend for the next ten years plus after that. | learned how to
bottle fruit, veggies, salsa and chili. How to freeze foods, enjoy casseroles, and make jam. | learned about bread
making, pastas, rice and beans and what quinoa is and how to pronounce it. | learned all about the different
varieties of fruits and veggies and collected new delicious recipes. | learned | loved the different types of
pears...and had new recipies to make the right dessert for each. | felt free to ask question after question, and
happily collected each and every handout. | was so nervous using a pressure canner the first time...I went to Ann's
office. She tested my pressure gauge, calmly and oh so encouragingly walked me through how to bottle chicken
step by step, and gave me lots of info handouts. | was so excited to report back it all went well. | felt a new
connection to a grandmother | lost as a child, as | bottled jar after jar with the same pressure canner she had used
to help feed her family too. | knew in my heart Ann wasn't the only one proud of me. My kids have grown a lot,
those twin boys are now nearly teenagers. And as my little family pushes on through this pandemic we've done so
with different varieties of freezer jam to make pb & j's for lunches. We enjoy enchiladas and tetrazzini with bottled
chicken. We rotate who chooses a jar of fruit off the pantry shelves every dinnertime...cherries, applesauce,
apricots, peaches or pears. My kids have grown up watching me go to Ann's classes, then excitedly come home to
tell my husband and them all about it. They can hardly wait as | put into practice what | learned. It's become
something Mom just does now, something they'll always remember...how Mom was always happily making jams,
breads, desserts, freezer meals, and bottling different delights. Serving them up with a smile of accomplishment
and contentment. I'm teaching them now too. It makes my heart so happy. And I'll just forever be thankful to Ann for
giving me that. It truely has been such an invaluable gift to have opened the paper those many years ago, and read
about a USU instructor holding a jam making class at the library...and a tired tear turned into a smile. Thank you
Ann...love you.



- Laura Gibbs

To the Family of our sweet Ann, Thank you for sharing such a wonderful person with us. | enjoyed seeing and
visiting Ann, it was always a delight. Many blessings your way as your family struggles with Ann's presents be
gone. If I know this sweet person at all she will we with you in spirit to care for your all. She loved her family very
much. My favorite memory of your loved one is at conference when we would cook as a group she was the
peaceful quite one. | loved that about her. We would talk about the projects she would of been working on that last
year. The love and support we get from friends is invaluable even if just a once a year. She left a lasting impression
with me. Laurie USU Extension

- Laurie Bates

Dear Ann, You had such a quiet, gentle way about you. Please know that your thoughtful ways will be missed.
Sincerely, Heather Crockett United Way of Northern Utah

- Heather Crockett

To Ann's family/4-H/Extension family, Ann will be greatly missed. She provided a light in our community that
showed people the way to kindness, wholesomeness, hard work and dedication. There is no doubt she influenced
many lives, served as a remarkable example and inspired people to do/be more. | was so saddened to see of her
sudden passing, especially so soon after retiring. She will be greatly missed! Allena Pierce

- Allena Pierce

I love Ann. Through 4-H and USU my interactions with her have been a blessing and a joy. She didn’t hesitate if
she could help - going out of her way was part of her nature. She will be so missed. She touched so many lives.

- Cheryl Betenson

Ann, you were a bright light in the world and my heart is sad that you passed from us so quickly! Thank you for your
service to our family especially our kids! We learned so much from you over the years. May God bring comfort to
your family and all your friends who are also grieving your passing. Thank you! The Sorensen family.

- Richelle Sorensen

Ann will be missed. She was such a kind, caring person who went about life serving others. She touched my life
greatly as | worked with her over the years in Extension. What an inspiration and beautiful person, truly an example
to all who knew her.

- Ellen Serfustini

Such a sweet, kind lady. | greatly admire her for all of the service and dedication she gave to our community and
the 4H program. | loved all of the cooking, canning and mother/daughter sewing classes she put together.

- Eileen Bradbury




Ann was a blessing in my life. Our paths crossed back and forth for almost 40 years with the various organizations
and projects in which we were both involved. When | think if Ann, | think of her genuine love for her community and
her belief in people. She made an indelible, positive difference in so many lives; we are all better people because
she shared her spirit with us. With love to you all. Annette

- Annette Macfarlane

Though my family only lived in Brigham City for the past 3 and a half years, Ann impacted my family in many ways
she will never know. | became acquainted with Ann's quiet, humble and unassuming service when | joined the
Brigham City Rotary Club. She served for many years as the Secretary of the Board for the Club. | later found she
gave hundreds of hours of service on behalf of the Club in many ways, including recording the history of the Club
each year with her thorough annual reports. Ann went out of her way to pick up some small donations my family
made just after | joined and | was impressed by her kindness. She was very giving to causes all over the world
through contributions to the International Rotary Foundation. Ann's involvement in 4H has impacted the lives of my
daughter, who started raising lambs. Ann helped with the improvements of Rotary Park, where my son spends
hours of fun learning new tricks on his scooter. Her talented volunteer work at the Box Elder County Fair, included
lovingly and painstakingly displaying my family's homemade craft entries. | was impacted by Ann many years
before | knew her through my mom's canning of peaches, pears and other foods. She learned from her mom and
from the USU extension office classes and handouts which Ann was involved. | have carried that into my own
family life. She was a quiet, kind giant in the community and will be greatly missed.

- Randy

University of Utah College of Social Work faculty and staff will miss our friend Ann. Ann's warmth and compassion
were evident to all her met her. She regularly attended our annual scholarship events to meet and celebrate the
student recipients of the two awards she supported in her mother's and grandmother's honor. We feel lucky to have
known Ann, and we are grateful to her for the many social workers who have been - and will continue to be -
encouraged through her scholarships.

- U of U College of Social Work faculty & staff

| did not know Ann had passed until May. | grew up with her and had many fond memories of family outings and
holidays. She was a sweet cousin. With love, Betty Cunningham

- Betty Cunningham



