
James Langton Macfarlane
May 22, 1931 ~ Nov. 28, 2022

James was my mission president. One of the best men I knew. He loved us and we loved him. He led the Lord's

way; with gentleness, meekness, and love unfeigned. I am sorry for your loss and pray the Lord will comfort your

family during this time. I'm sure the reunion with his sweetheart is of comfort to you, she was a special lady as well.

    - Steve Schultz

I love Jim Macfarlane. I think I was the first missionary sent out under Jim's supervision as Bishop. Two years later,

as a recently returned missionary, I was struggling, both behaviorally and philosophically, in my relationship to the

church and sought Bish Macfarlane's advice. In offering his input and perspective, he was wise, compassionate,

insightful, pragmatic, and non-judgmental. The words he shared that day gave me the direction I needed to get over

that tough time and, in time, regain my belief. Jim, you are a great guy and will missed by many. Thank you for an

amazing and admirable life,

    - Bob Paxton

I was so sorry to hear of Jim's passing. He was such a kind and friendly man; always found the good in everyone

and likewise, everyone loved him. He was the heart and soul of IC Group and his absence will be felt. My warmest

condolences to all of the Macfarlane family and hope you find some comfort in knowing he was so loved.

    - Stacy Keyes

We feel privileged to have spent so many years of our time on earth as friends and neighbors of Jim and Carol. 

They were fun, inspiring, and helped so many people. My children were teens when he was Bishop and his "rules"



were in a frame on the table by the phone. They must have been read hundreds of times and were so helpful to

them . He was able to connect with them so well whenever he spoke to groups. I last saw Jim when I dropped by

with some homemade soup and had a long visit with him. Though it must have been a couple of years ago, it

seems like yesterday and I will treasure that memory of one on one time with him. I will miss his testimony in Fast

Meeting, and watching him move to sit by anyone who came in alone. I can't help but be happy for him to be with

Carol again, having successfully endured to the end. 

 

    - Becky and Craig Johns

We have been well-loved by Jim for years. He reached out to us continually and his reaching was adept and perfect

for our heartaches. We love him and his family.

    - Lisa Thornton

James Macfarlane was my mission president. I loved the one on one time I had with him in interviews. These

interviews were filled with Laughter , Love and respect for each other. He was and is truly a disciple of Jesus Christ.

I can only imagine the joy Sister Macfarlane and he had as he past through the vail. My life is better because of

him.

    - Scott Seay

In the spring of 2015, I was flying from SLC to Denver for work during one of the most difficult periods of my life. As

I approached my seat, I recognized the man seated next to mine as President MacFarlane, whom I had not seen

since the conclusion of our full-time missionary service 24 years prior. He told me he’d been praying to find me and

that our meeting was no coincidence. Of course, I knew that too. Please accept my deepest love and condolences,

my undying gratitude for his and Sister MacFarlane’s lifelong willingness to be instruments in the Lord’s hands, and

my prayers that they may continue to be blessings to their family and lives ones.

    - Travis Hill

I want to send my heart felt condolences and warm thoughts to Presidents family and to the many people whose

lives he both served and touched. I met President and Sis. McFarlane while I served as a Stake Missionary and

worked with the full time Missionaries in the Washington, Seattle Mission. President and Sis. McFarlane loved their

missionaries, and always led and taught in a very Christ like manner. If he had to correct a missionary (s) he always

did so without tearing away their worth or value, and afterwards showing an increase of love. If one of his

missionaries did something which might need correcting, he would say he was disappointed, but knew they could

do better. I learned a great deal from President McFarlane myself from conversations with him. He was a loving

and caring man. He and Sis. McFarlane were great examples of service, missionary work, christ like love. I have a

great deal of admiration, respect and love for this man. We have lost a giant, but heaven has gained one. I rejoice

in the fact that he and his beloved Carol have been reunited. We'll look forward to seeing them again at some

future time.

    - Terry Hess

I had the honor of knowing Jim from my years of serving on the ARUP board with him for 10 years +. He was 

unfailingly, and genuinely concerned with making an organization he was with the most best possible What he 

injected was kind sensibility . A gracious and thoughtful and intelligent man. He is loved and admired by many sue



 

    - Susan D Johnson

Please know of my sympathy for all of your family at this time of great sorrow. Jim is one of my all-time favorite

people. I enjoyed working closely with him for 15 years; he was like a big brother to me. I am so happy for Carol

and Jim being together again.

    - Joanne Clinger

Jim was a truly great human being. I will miss him. The University of Utah will miss him. Salt Lake City will miss

him. Utah will miss him. He made the world a better place.

    - Don Gale

Dear Macfarlane Family, I love your Dad so much! He was my Bishop during my teen years. He was there for my

marriage and my Dad’s passing. Through it all he had a profound influence on me and my family. I don’t remember

the competitive side of his personality, mentioned at the funeral, just his extraordinary kindness and gentleness. We

shared a birthday and though it isn’t a big deal, I enjoyed connecting that way. Running into him throughout life was

always a treat. I will miss him. May you all enjoy blessings and wonderful memories throughout your life until you

are all together again!

    - Sara Van Alstyne Robinson

President Macfarlane was the extraordinary spiritual leader in Seattle that I needed. I am grateful that his family

shared their wonderful parents with me and the missionaries of the Seattle mission. He was an example of the kind

of man I wanted to become, and the leader that I hope to emulate. May a portion of the peace you feel come from

knowing he was loved by those whom he led and served.

    - Ernesto Jimenez

I would like to thank this legendary for everything. I’m forever indebted for all that you have done for me and my

family. I will surely miss you.■■■ To my MACFARLANE Ohana I love you all and you will always have a special

place in my heart. M■l■ he me’a kotoa.

    - Missy Mahe

My condolences to the Macfarlane family. I had the honor to serve under President Macfarlane in Seattle. He has

been one of the most influential mentors in my life. His love and devotion to the Savior was second to none, one

could not leave his presence and not feel the love of the Savior.

    - Eric Holland


