
Melanie Desautels
March 23, 1962 ~ Sept. 26, 2021

Our sincere condolences on the passing of Melanie, a beautiful person with an exceptional spirit. We will always

remember her sitting on her front porch wrapped in a blanket in the early morning hours. She will be greatly missed

in the neighborhood. She was such a good friend to Grover.

    - Lew and Ceselie Goodwin and Grover

Eileen and I are so sorry to hear about your loss. We miss seeing always cheerful and smiling Melanie around our

neighborhood. John and Eileen Kelly, Park City

    - John and Eileen Kelly

Don and our condolences on the loss of your beautiful wife.

    - Barbara Nielsen

I grew up with the Ottesons, this is very sad, she was always very sweet.

    - Chris Kemper

I’m deeply heartbroken to hear of melanies passing!! She was truly a beautiful person! So incredibly kind, and will 

be deeply missed. I have a lot of memories hanging out at her house and Henri’s! Such good times! I’m praying for 

all of her family. Heaven gained an angel for sure!



 

    - Jody Page (Shaw)

I am very sorry for you loss. She was a wonderful representative of our school.

    - Marlan Bell

My memories of Melanie are so special and pure. A time of simplicity and girlfriends that are long gone but so

special. We were friends in our early teens through high school. My heart breaks with this news. I'll remember her

smile and lite and warmth just like the last time I saw her. Beautiful friend rest in pease and bring comfort to your

loved ones.

    - LESLIE MINERVINI (Carter)

I’m sad to hear this news; Mel was a bright light during my high school years and always treated others with

kindness. May her family and friends find peace and feel her love as time moves forward.

    - Kathy Halpert Simmons

Dear loved ones of Melanie, As a Sunset High School and West Hills Ward alum, I knew Melanie as someone who

seemed to carry sunlight with her wherever she went. We are so sorry for your loss and heartache, as surely you

will miss her. Our heartfelt sympathy to your wonderful family and hope you find much joy in your memories of the

beautiful person she was.

    - Janet Ward Francis

Steve, We hope that having friends and family close will provide the love and support your family needs now. We

only met Melanie once, but her sweet personality and your great love for each other was evident from that first

moment. Please accept our condolences for your great loss and our wishes that, in time, you and your family will

find peace and healing.

    - Kathy & Mark Mears

We want to share our most heartfelt sympathies to Steve and all the family and friends of Melanie. There is no

doubt that her untimely passing left a large void in the hearts of many. May the wonderful memories of her time on

this earth help ease the pain.

    - Kevin Stigge & Pamela Callahan

When you meet a person who brightens your day without saying one word, that would be Melanie. She was and is 

very rare in this world and when something is as rare as she was that alone makes her so "valuable". She made 

you feel happy, important and valued when you met her. She had a light within her that always radiated her 

goodness. She made a difference and you could feel it. May the light she shared be forever brighter because of 

her. I am a better person, we are all better to others because of her. She made a difference and will always be such 

a light and positive influence even when she's no longer here.... Jeff Smith 



    - JEFF SMITH

To Steve and Family Melanie was a true light! A wonderful, kind and beautiful lady. Thinking of you, caring about

you.. wishing you strength and peace! We send our condolences, here for you always! Love, Your Forever Friend &

Neighbor

    - Kevin, Amanda, Karlie, Kendall and Winston Lopez

Melanie had the most incredible aura, the sort of person you loved being around, with an unparalleled angelic

softness. It is such an honor to know her, and that beautiful strength that carries through to her daughter Chelsea

who I love with all my heart. Rest In Peace, Mel. You are deeply cherished by so many.

    - Hollie McKay

When a very dear friend disappears, I become unable to express my sadness let alone offer words of support to the 

dears he/she leaves. This has been very much the case with Melanie as it has taken me some days to write 

something despite my desire to be in touch with her and her dears. I came to know Melanie when I was some 18 

years old. Mitch had talked an awful lot about her, … her beauty and kindness. But when she arrived to stay at my 

parent’s place in Pisa in the early eighties, I was not prepared for such an explosive combination of energy, beauty 

and kindness. We went jogging together along the banks of the Arno River and I suddenly became very, very 

popular amongst cohorts of young Italians who, even more suddenly, pretended to be old friends of mine and 

became joggers overnight. Later, in 1982, Mitch went to Oxford and Katrin and I met with them somewhere in 

Europe. I believe we went skiing and spent some days in Austria. The next flashback I have, is me at her parent’s 

place in Portland sometime around 1986. They were kind enough to host me there for some time while I was 

starting my first job. Howard and Dorothy were super kind to me and indeed wonderful people. Howard was a 

successful dentist, loved to dance and cook the food while Dorothy was busy with her job in court and taking care 

of Howard and me. They never missed a chance to show their sympathy to me and I felt at home. Then I met Scott 

and Veline. And the picture was almost complete. One could see why Melanie was the way she was and still vividly 

is in my mind and heart. In May 2012, we were happy to be invited to Chelseas’s marriage on the Como Lake. 

Melanie was radiant and beautiful as ever. And never jet-legged! And, there we got to know Steve whom we 

instinctively liked at first sight and even more when talking, I told him that I had been at a Beach Boys concert in 

Provo Utah in 1981. He said to me they would be back for the 4th of July and we agreed we could not miss such a 

revival. So, off went to the USA and were invited by Steve and Mel to stay in their condo in Park City. There we got 

to know better Nik and Cameron who then came later to stay some days with us in Rome and on the boat. But 

2012 was a good year, in fact both Steve and Mel came to attend a 3-day non stop celebration we had put together 

for Katrin’s 50th birthday. Melanie had fun. She was happy to be there with us and our friends. And most of all, she 

was happy to be with Steve whom she dearly and deeply loved. Melanie was full of love and attention for everyone 

around there. Her kindness was no acting but true and people loved to be close to her because she was positive, 

happy and had the rare quality of transmitting energy, positive energy to those surrounding her. The same type of 

energy Elisa, at that time 16, kept describing when she came back from over a month with Melanie and Steven in 

summer 2015. Mel took Elisa on beautiful hiking and biking tours, and let her work in her heart-felt and growingly 

successful chocolate startup, having a very positive impact on Elisa. We shall always be thankful to her and Steve 

for this. In fact, I sometimes see something of her in Elisa who is now 22 and simply adored Melanie. People come 

and go and sometimes I have the feeling we are just passengers on a vaguely defined waiting list we seem to have 

no control upon. Melanie came and she left to all of us something big. I don’t know if that is love or joy or 

enthusiasm or a mixture of all. Fact is she meant and means a lot to me, to Katrin, and to our children Luca and 

Elisa. Though we live very far from you guys, we feel very close and want to embrace you all and say “Ciao 

Melanie, sei forte e ti vogliamo bene “. Francesco



 

    - GUIDETTI

Dearest Mel, you will always be in my heart! Love you, Tinka

    - Tinka

Dear Steve….. We were texting with John & Eileen yesterday and they told us about Melanie…… I am so sorry for

your loss……I wish we had known sooner to be able to reach out to you. We left PC the first week of September

and during our summer stay, we saw her 1-2xs but actually never spoke…she was going in and out of the unit. We

had no idea….. We are returning to PC shortly and hope to see you so we can express our condolences in person.

Please also convey our condolences to ALL the kids…… Marv & Patty Cherin (Paddington neighbors)

    - Marvin & Patty Cherin

I remember this beautiful girl in Junior high at Cedar Park in the mid 70's. I would bet that there were many like me

who if asked now as middle-aged men, would admit to having a mad crush on her from afar, and in no way had the

courage to let her know. I had it so bad that I remember riding my bike past her house hoping she would appear

outside! She was striking and also had that wonderful sweetness about her. A heart pounding combination for a

teenage guy lol :) Apparently, she did not change much in later years. And I remember those junior high days as if it

were yesterday! To her family and friends sending you good thoughts. May her soul rest in peace.

    - An anonymous Junior high classmate

Belated condolences to Melanie’s family and loved ones. I went to high school with Melanie and we were on the

dance team together, spending a lot of time with the team during practices, rehearsals and performances. Melanie

was a beacon of light. She was kind to everyone. Melanie’s smile, and her gift of knowing what to say or do to bring

comfort or a laugh to others, left a wake of positivity. Melanie’s absolute beauty made a mark on this world to be

remembered and carried forward by all of us blessed to have known her.

    - Kathy Kerbel


