
Owen Nelson Baker
December 23, 1935 ~ January 15, 2025

President Baker was my first and best Home Teacher. Because of him, Lucille, and his wonderful family opening

their home and hearts I felt the Savior's love when I was a new convert. He was like a father to me, and his

wonderful presence in my life was healing. When he knew I had insomnia, he gifted me a Teddy Bear that he chose

with the help of a little child, so sweet! He volunteered his legal skills when I needed them, talk about the Law of

Consecration! He was my hero! Once in the depths of despair, while I lay on the sofa with my back to the world, he

was inspired to call me and it made all the difference. I can only imagine your loss and heartache since you had the

privilege of having him as a Patriarch of your family. I can only imagine how you must feel with such an absence of

his loving presence. You are in my thoughts and prayers. I will never forget President Baker and your loving family.

There is no doubt about where he is now, Spirit Paradise, reunited with his Savior, Father in Heaven and Sarah.

    - Rita Bittner

In the early 1980s, my husband was in a PhD program at Rutgers, and we had two young sons. Nelson and Lucille

invited us to their house for Thanksgiving. When my husband was hit by a car on campus, Nelson called and

suggested that he’d like to write a letter to our insurance company which resulted in a $7000 settlement that helped

us make a down payment on our first house. Nelson and Lucille also loaned us a car when our car broke down.

Nelson was a sober humanitarian who loved people and was willing to get involved with their joys, sorrows, and

concerns.

    - Paula Harline

Thank you President Baker for making my mission a more spiritual experience that I will remember for the rest of

my life. You were a spiritual giant in my eyes and taught me a lot about repentance and forgiveness. I still

remember my final interview at the airport as I rushed to catch my flight home. It will be great to see you again.

    - Rod Redford



Wow, what a life Owen led, and so lovingly remembered in this obituary. Peace be unto you, Mr. Baker.

    - Stephen Speckman

I love President Nelson Baker, his influence in my life continues to this day, 50 years after he was my priesthood

leader. I will forever be greatful to him and Lucille.

    - Lynn Steadman

Nelson Baker has been my continual Mission President for 52 years. I have attended the annual reunions at his

home in Sandy for the past several decades. He has continued to lead me and his other missionaries through a

lifetime of Church Service including many who have served as Mission Presidents trying to follow his excellent

example. We look forward to meeting him again in heaven.

    - David Clyde Walters

Sister Baker and family. Sorry to hear about the passing of President Baker. However as you all know this is just a

natural part of our earthly experience. However it still brings us sadness that will decrease as time goes by but

never truly disappears. I truly enjoyed my experience of serving in the mission office and working with President

Baker on an almost daily basis. Sister Baker I also truly enjoyed serving with you and serving at times as the

unofficial chauffer and in other things. My best wishes to each of you as you move forward in life.

    - Kevin J Barnes

To Sister Baker and family. My time in Brazil and the great example of President Baker and all of you helped set

me on a lifetime of serving the Lord and loving others. I am sorry for your great loss of Nelson and pray for your

peace in the days ahead.

    - Carol Stephenson

President Baker became my mission president in the Brazil South Central Mission when I had been on my mission 

for one year. The mission was transformed by his loving leadership and example. He was committed to growing the 

Kingdom in Brazil through increased member activity and strengthening testimonies, as well as through baptizing 

new members. I had been transferred several times by this time, learning about each transfer, being informed each 

time by local mission leaders or via a phone call. One evening in Mauá, President Baker came personally to our 

apartment to tell me I was being transferred to São Caetano and telling me he was confident I'd serve as a great 

district leader. I was impressed that he knew about me and that he cared about me. He came with us when my 

companion and I went to bless a sick woman who was not a member of the Church. I was about to routinely lay my 

hands on her head when President Baker stopped me, and explained to her about how early apostles and disciples 

and been called upon to bless the sick because they held the Priesthood or authority to act in God's name. He 

explained that we held the same that same Priesthood. He told the woman that we needed to prepare to give her a 

blessing and asked if we could use a separate room to kneel down and pray. President Baker was the voice in that 

kneeling prayer, and he taught me how to prepare to use the Priesthood. We then returned and gave the blessing. I 

always remembered this lesson and used it throughout my life. As I was nearing the end of my mission, President 

Baker scheduled an interview with me and asked what I had planned when I returned home. I told him I was 

accepted into the BYU MBA program that would begin in September. My original mission call was delayed, so that 

my release would get to Provo 3 weeks late. I was confident I could catch up on the work I'd miss. President Baker



was familiar with the level of graduate work and thoughtfully told me he'd see what he could do to help be

successful at BYU. A couple of weeks later, he told me he'd contacted Elder Gordon B. Hinkley in the Missionary

Department and who moved my release date earlier so I could start my MBA studies on time. I soon learned how

rigorous the program was and realized that President Baker cared about my success in life and not just as a

missionary in his mission. My life was blessed by President Baker - his leadership and example. 

 

    - Les Walker

My thoughts and prayers are with your family at this time. Nelson was a great man and friend to all. I couldn't attend

the funeral, but watched the services online. What a beautiful tribute to Nelson.

    - Bruce King

Dear Baker Family, We send our love to you in celebration of a man whom we deeply respect and admire. His

leadership set the tone for our experience in East Brunswick. We loved any interaction with the Baker Family and

were especially grateful to get to know Jeanette and Sarah. What a treasured legacy your family carries. We are

sorry that we did not learn of President Baker’s passing until after the services. Please accept our love and

sympathy.

    - Dawn and Steve Butters

Dear Family, I send my deepest love and compassion for the loss of Nelson. He was and is a beautiful soul who I

remember being a loving support to our family growing up. He and Uncle Bill took my sister and me to the Daddy

Daughter dates at church. It was such a sweet gesture and they were so fun to be around! Nelson and I

corresponded for many months via email. And, he sent me a copy of his book and the history of the Baker family.

He was such a loving brother to my mom Louise and a fabulous Uncle to us. What a gift it is to be able to share the

service with you from this site. I appreciate all of your sweet stories and memories of your Dad. I also remember the

family picnics up the canyon and the hikes we took together. We will have our lovely memories until we all meet

again. Much love and hugs to all of you. Robin Wilcox, California

    - Robin Wilcox


