
Ralph Emery Goff
May 27, 1941 ~ Dec. 20, 2020

Dearest Drylee and Family, Words are just not enough to tell all that my heart holds so dear. Ralph was truly the 

most wonderful oldest brother! He (and Drylee) seemed to always be there, waiting in the wings, whenever I 

needed something. There was not a lot of money in our household during my youth and into High school and 

College—yet they helped me so many times with things like a Prom dress, college entrance exams, applications 

and tests. And when Ron and I were married, they helped with many Reception expenses. But their generosity 

didn’t end there—oh no!! When we had 2 children serving missions at the same time (this happened 4x)— 

twice—at Christmastime, a letter came in the mail with a check and letter from Ralph (and Drylee) telling us that it 

had been a good year and they wanted to make the Mission Support payment for BOTH Missionaries that month. 

Unbelievable!! Can you imagine how much that helped a family of 10, especially at that time of year??!! So 

generous, kind and extremely helpful. Ralph was my math tutor in High School and I simply did not “get” math (still 

don’t)—but he was SO PATIENT with me! I think he only threw his pencil across the room once or twice when I 

failed to grasp the concept he had so vividly and intelligently explained. He was so smart—it’s no wonder he was 

Civil Engineering Student of the Year when he graduated. And well I remember his Graduation Day. I waited and 

watched the clock anxiously that day for our Dad (Ielo) to get home from working out of town so he and my Mom 

could go to Ralph’s Graduation from BYU—his first child to Graduate from College. Well Dad didn’t make it home in 

time to go—there were problems with the job and the crew had to do a “Do Over” and it made them late. There was 

so much disappointment all around—from Daddy and especially Ralph and Drylee. But Ralph worked through that 

just as he would do on many other occasions throughout his life, hence one of the many things that qualified him to 

be a ”gentle giant” of a man. I have so many many memories of times he came in show of love and support to our 

family’s activities. He loved a good party, event or Reunion and always was right there with offers of help of any 

kind. His humility was noticed by so many. He served in a Bishopric and became the “designated Reader and 

Explainer” of all correspondence sent to that Ward as his quick read/digestion/explanation of the matter saved so 

much time for others in that calling. And he did not see why the others were so grateful—it was no big deal for him. 

I remember coming by to visit a few times after we had moved to Idaho. I came to see how he and Drylee were 

doing but after a few pleasantries and some “catching up” they turned the rest of the time into a “Mumford 

de-briefing” with their kind and genuine interest in others. I love this family so much and will miss your Patriarch



more than I can say! Please let us help in any way that’s needed for we are indebted to you in so many ways. We

send our love!! Carol and Ron Mumford and family 

 

    - Carol Goff Mumford

Ralph was a wonderful friend and a great example to all of us. I was impressed with his kindness and in depth

understanding of the Gospel As we met in church or in his living room, his knowledge and understanding of

important subjects was impressive and his kindness and love for others would fill the room. He will be dearly

missed!

    - Randy and Andrea Rounds

Ralph was a genuine gentleman! Always a sweet guy who would stop and talk. We Will Miss You Ralph ■

    - Dave and Sue Ross

We are so sorry for the sudden passing of our friend Ralph. We've been neighbors for the past 4+ decades and

have enjoyed what a great guy Ralph was. He did some civil engineering work for me a number of years ago and

was a true professional at his work. The neighborhood has lost one of it's good friends. Our hearts and thoughts go

out to Drylee and her family. Thanks for all the memories Ralph. Jim& Kathi

    - Jim Petersen

Oh, Drylee, I am heartbroken to hear this news. I have such fun memories of our times together. I will always

remember your wedding and the many plans that led up to it. Such an exciting time for both of us since I had just

gotten engaged to Ray a couple of weeks before your wedding. I'll always remember May 26th! Someone, I don't

remember who, sang "The Way You Look Tonight" and every time I hear it I remember how beautiful you looked

and how Ralph looked upon you with such adoring eyes. Yours was a match made in heaven, for sure. I know how

devastated you are. Life has a way of changing all our plans. Thank heaven for our knowledge of the Plan that

gives assurance that this parting is only temporary. I pray that you and your family will feel the peace that only the

Savior can bring. I'll visit when things settle for you. Love, Helene

    - Helene Terry

Dearest Drylee, Blake, Lee Ann, Byron, Frank, Matt and Mandy, We are so very sorry for the loss of Ralph. Ralph

was such a kind, warmhearted and loving person. We have such fond memories of him! We wanted to offer our

deepest condolences for this tremendous loss. May God provide you peace and comfort through this difficult time.

Your family is in our thoughts and prayers. With deepest sympathies, Dave and Rachel ( Goff) Berryman

    - Rachel Goff Berryman

I was, am, deeply saddened to learn of Ralph's passing! What a kind-hearted, soft-spoken man. However, when he 

spoke, you listened! I was a two-doors-down neighbor of he and Drylee for over 10 years, and I've been in their 

same LDS Ward since 1997. Ralph and his wonderfully sweet, loving (and funny) wife, Drylee, worked out for years 

at Dimple Dell Fitness Center, where I would often see them working out together! What a gentle-giant of a man we 

have lost. My heart breaks for Drylee and she's going to be in my thoughts and prayers, along with his entire family!



Ralph, until we meet again... 

 

    - Carrie White

Ralph was a wonderful friend. I love the Goff family and have known many of the brothers. Sending condolences to

the family at this difficult time. Perry Olsen

    - Perry Olsen

Dear Grandma, I don’t have the words to adequately describe how much Grandpa meant to us. From the football

games as a kid to primary programs to my mission report and our wedding, you have been there with Grandpa,

with an assurance of pure love and charity. We are so so grateful for the kind example he was to us, and especially

the example of living the gospel and loving those around him. I will always remember helping him with projects like

mowing the lawn, painting the garage doors, trimming trees, planting gardens, and many others. Please know how

much we care for you and are grateful for the amazing influence you both have on our lives. I am sure Grandpa is

in a blessed place and will be preparing for when his amazing eternal companion will join him. We love you

Grandma! Love, Joe, Jana, Lynlee, and Weston

    - Joe, Jana, Lynlee, and Weston Goff

Words cannot describe the heartbreak for the passing of my beloved grandfather. He was loved by so many. I have

lots of fond memories of him. There isn't anyone in the world who could replace him. Grandma, if you're reading

this, know that I love you both so much. Grandpa, I look forward to the day when we will meet again. You will be

deeply missed!

    - Michael Goff

Just one sentence about a great friend, grandfather & husband. . ‘Ralph gone fishing’ !! I’m sure he’s catching all

the Rainbow Trouts & Catfish that he wants in heaven. . Maybe he’s catching all with his hands ?? And God

created the Heavens & the Earth , the greater light to rule the day, the lesser light to rule the night . And God said it

was good, & he rested on the 7th Day. . So Ralph is resting in Heaven right now & says all is done on earth. .

Thanks for being a friend everybody !!

    - Herb Smith & Family:

You have our sincerest condolences. We will keep you in our prayers.

    - Dennis, Debbie Blain

Drylee and family, so sorry for the loss of your great dad and granddad. We were so surprised to hear of his

passing. Love and prayers to your family.

    - Dennis & Shauna Lewis

So sorry for your loss. We have many great memories of being neighbors and friends. Love to you all, Norris and 

Kathryn



 

    - Norris and Kathryn Wiseman

So sorry you guys. I remember spending so much time at your house as a kid. Your dad was always so nice. I

always talk about him carrying me home after I fell out of your boat in the driveway and broke my arm. Love you

guys, Melissa

    - Melissa and Alexis Jara

We love Ralph Goff. What a great man. Rest in peace friend. Our hearts are with your sweet family.

    - Craig and Cindy Allman

Drylee and family: We love Ralph and shared so many experiences as young men together--high school, work,

baseball, roommates our first quarters at BYU, and on and on. As you all noted in your remarks, Ralph was always

the rock, the constant for good, the one we could all count on to do the right thing. Drylee, some of our Draper

memories get more and more vivid as time goes on, and I think you married Ralph in part because he was so much

like your father as we knew him-kind, caring, and always looking out for others. Thank you for a life-long friendship.

The funeral service fit Ralph perfectly! Our love and sympathy to you all. Jerry and LuAnn

    - Gerald & LuAnn Day

Andrew sends condolences to Ralph's family. Andy was a JHS & BYU classmate with Ralph; also Sandy 3rd Ward

family connection. Hopefully, Andy was able to watch the virtual program with a neighbor in his condo (he doesn't

use the internet). Thanks for a wonderful obituary for us to read & enjoy! Your sister JoAnn was a

Sandy/JHS/mutual friend of mine, too. She's been busy behind the veil with important work there! Love, Rosalie

Madsen Pierson (JoAnn's husband, Lynn Pierson is my husband Howard's cousin )

    - Rosalie M Pierson and Andrew Madsen

Byron and family, I am saddened to hear of your father's passing. I had the honor and pleasure of knowing and

working with Ralph for many years (35 plus) in the surveying/engineering realm. There is not a more caring, kind,

humble, honest or finer person on earth. His passing is a great loss to everyone. He leaves behind a great legacy in

both a body of work and his family. The world needs more people like your dad. My heartfelt sympathy to you and

yours. Reid Demman

    - Reid Demman

My family and I will miss Ralph's kind and gentle personality. He was always warm and welcoming to us when we

moved into the neighborhood--and welcomed me into their home to visit with Frank when he was living with his

folks for awhile. Ralph will be fondly remembered and definitely missed in the neighborhood and the ward.

    - Doug Stuart

I’m so sorry for your Loss Drylee! Our heartfelt condolences to you and your family. Kurt and Sabrina Imig 



    - Sabrina Imig


