
Raymond Arthur Haeckel
February 12, 1936 ~ August 16, 2024

Thinking tonight about the many many years of sitting in Section K, Row 15, behind sweet Ray & Karyn at the UofU

Men's Basketball games. Ken and I looked forward to coaching the team from the stands while hearing and sharing

stories and jokes and family updates. How I miss the laughter but still cherish our memories and friendship. I'm sure

the two of them are catching up with Ken now! All my best to your family. ❤■

    - Dana Sowby

I can still remember the Sunday night that Ray came into my house when I was called to be his Counselor in the

University 18th ward bishopric. He said he only had 6 mos left so it wouldn’t be for long. I said, “sure, I can do

anything for 6 mos”. That 6 months were the most beautiful of times as I sat by him and watched him work his

organizational miracles as well as mentoring me for what he didn’t tell me I was going to do: that of replacing him

when that six months was over. I will always cherish that time as well as the friendship that lasted for the rest of our

lives. Not only do I respect him, I love him with all my heart. Then there was Karyn who was a joy to know (always

called me Docca Fox) and both of you beautiful daughters. God bless you all and give you peace at this time and

always. Jesse Fox

    - Jesse Fox

Ray and I became good friends these last few years. I will miss his Sunday greetings as I walked into our Chapel.

He always had something encouraging or positive to say to me, as I’m sure he did to most everyone who entered

that door. I will treasure the words that he wrote each week on the back of our program. We have saved many of

them because they have such beautiful and profound words of love, truth, wisdom, patriotism and testimony of our

Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. Ray will be deeply missed in the Cottonwood 4th Ward, but I know how Happy

he must be to be reunited with his beautiful wife, Karyn. Rest in peace, brother Ray.

    - Fidge Preston



Dear Heidi and Lisa, I loved your mom and dad and am so sorry I missed attending the funeral services for both of

them. I was out of the country Aug 30-Sept 18 and learned when I returned that Ray had passed away earlier in the

month. I am sorry to have not been there. When I was asked to write and deliver "The Spoken Word" in 1972 one

of the first things I did was ask your dad to be my editor. That he did until 1976 when I needed help and Bonneville

and the Church decided to hire writers for "The Spoken Word". He was the first we hired which he faithfully and

creatively did for 25 years. I loved working with Ray. And also your Mom. At about the same time I started doing

The Spoken Word I was also named KSL News Director and inherited Kayrn as my secretary. She had been Ted

Capener's secretary and stayed on to help in my transition before she left for her out standing career with LDS

Hospital public affairs. They both helped and blessed my life in many ways, and even though I hadn't seen either of

them for a long time, I want you to know I, like you, love them and miss them. Spence

    - Spencer Kinard

I was Ray's Hairstylist for about 4 years and he was always nice to talk with. He had a good sense of humor and

always gave me the best encouragement about life. He always gave me the best talks to read. I enjoyed feeling the

spirit and upliftment from them. He always helped you feel more motivated and better about life even if you were

facing a hard trial. I'll miss his nice talks and good sense of humor everytime he came in to get a haircut from me.

Rest In Peace. I wish his family comfort and peace at this time.

    - Dawn Eby Lewis


