
Rex Dee Pinegar
September 18, 1931 ~ June 24, 2021

It is the honor of my life to know your parents and you children while serving in the North Carolina-Virginia 1972,

1973 and Virginia 1973-1974 missions. Your parents were released a month after I was released. My beloved wife

of 47 years were sealed by your father in the Salt Lake Temple, October 11, 1974. His counsel throughout my

mission and at our sealing lives daily with me and my wife and family. It is comforting to know they live just beyond

the veil and continue to minister for their family on both sides of the veil. Suzanne and I send deepest condolences

at this time of your losses. With all our love!

    - Alan C Gailey

It was my honor and a great blessing to serve as a missionary under President and Sister Pinegar. I had the

privilege of living in the mission home for about 5 months. I was able to travel with President Pinegar, I had meals

with his family and the other missionaries in the home, he often made time to come to our early morning study

sessions. When he did they were a whole different experience as he brought greater light and understanding to the

scriptures we were studying. I never once saw him behave or say anything that made me lose admiration for him.

Other than my own parents he had the most influence on me of any other person during this time of my life. He was

and is a great man and He and Bonnie are a wonderful example to all who were blessed to know them.

    - Kent Robinson

So very grateful for the wise loving inspired counsel from President and Sister Pinegar. Indeed a wonderful blessing

that has affected our children and grandchildren!

    - Patrick Zezula

The first time we meet in September 1970 you asked me for what I thought was be a verily informal chat. You 

brought up the fact that you had several documents of mine that were sighed in different ways : Redmond Andrews 

, Red Andrews , Andrews. He asked, " what do you what to be called? Just call me,"Red I said in all sincerity!" He 

chuckle and said, " call me Rex." I was quite aware that proper names and office was required. I love you Rex and



might see you soon. 

 

    - Redmond ( Red ) Andrews

I was a missionary in the North Carolina/Virginia mission from 1970-1972 Pres. Pinegar came as a general

authority speaker to our Stake Conference in 1998 in Bloomfield, NM. He had only been my mission president for 1

year, but he had recognized me in the crowd and he remembered my name when we came up to speak with him. I

introduced him to my wife who was holding our 1-year-old daughter. When he made eye contact with her, she

smiled and jumped into his arms. Pres. Pinegar caught her and they had a little conversation. We had never seen

her jump into anyone's arms before - either family or stranger - but she really wanted to be near to him. He had

such a great spirit that even infants were drawn to him. Seeing Pres. Pinegar holding my little daughter was a true

example of a loving and humble servant of God. It was a privilege to know, serve, and be directed by this kind man.

Being a missionary with him was one of the best times of my life. It's my hope that his example of love will continue

to bless his family as it his blessed mine.

    - Greg Clark

Pinegar Family, Your father (President Pinegar) was an amazing man with so many talents. I have no doubt but

that he used all the talents God gave him to bless the lives of others. He certainly blessed my life and still to this

day I enjoy the fruits of his good deeds. No man (other than my own father) has had a greater impact on my life. I

cherish so many stories, teachings, cautions, blessings and examples of pure Christlike leadership that he taught

me over the years from my mission days to our brief encounters/meetings over the years. I have kept many inside

my heart and they have guided and blessed me; many I have written and spoken of them to my own family to be

part of our own travels. I am reminded of a beautiful song in the play "Wicked" titled "For Good". There are a couple

of lines sung that capture how I feel: BECAUSE I KNEW YOU...I HAVE BEEN CHANGED FOR GOOD. My family

and I send our deepest condolences. Your Dad is one of the great ones!

    - Darrell E Smith

President was my first Mission President. I learned so much from him and Sister Pinegar. For both of them their

counsel and wisdom have guided me through my life after my mission, college, the Air Force, Security Officer and

Private Investigator. and now retirement. One of the things I learned from his obituary was that he was a special

education teacher. I majored in English and minored in special education. Although I only taught a few years the

lessons I learned from President Pinegar helped me a lot and I never realized it. I pray that the family has written

down his stories and experiences. That will help your family remember him and your mom. Take care and God

bless you all.

    - John F Lemon

We send our condolences at his sacred time for your family we treasure the opportunities to serve with your dear

parents both in Japan and in the temple presidency. We will be eternally grateful for their influence and love. L

Edward and Carol Brown

    - Elder and Sister L Edward Brown

We are all blessed to know your family - you are part of an amazing birthright and we are blessed to know you and 

your father. Thank you for sharing your family with us and what a great person your father was and is. We too have



a (grand)father who passed also named Rex and we love his memory as well. We wish we could bring you a meal -

Braxton definitely does as he is always hungry and he loves and appreciated you both so much during his time in

Taiwan. Thank you Shelley for all you and your dear husband have done for him and the many other lives you have

blessed. 

 

    - Brian and Braxton Merzlock

I’m so blessed that the Lord put Elder Pinegar in my life. I had the privilege of doing his travel for many years and

what a wonderful friend he became. We had some great talks and visits. I always felt uplifted, after each one. And

your right, he had a wonderful sense of humor. May your hearts be comforted. Thanks for sharing him with

Heavenly Father’s children. Just a great, great man.

    - Verl Boyack

I am sure you will miss your father and grandfather. He was a fantastic mission president and I am thankful I got to

serve with your parents. So thankful for the plan of salvation and to know that he and your mom are together ❤.

They were a great influence in my life.

    - Sandy Nelson

I had the privilege to serve my mission under the direction of Pres. Pinegar in Virginia. He was one of the greatest

men I know. He also married my wife and I in the SLC Temple. The whole family are so awesome and I really

appreciate the opportunity to know the family. I pray the Lord's choicest blessings to each member of the family. I

know Rex and Bonnie are certainly in a wonderful place. One that each of us remaining on Earth can only look

forward to obtaining. Love you all, Steve Dixon

    - Steve Dixon

President and Sister Pinegar had a great influence inmy life. I met them in 1972 after being called to the North

Carolina-Virginia Mission. I had just been Baptized into the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints 18 months

before. I was raised in the Catholic Church and attended Parochial schools. I was the only member of my family

and the Pinegars gave me alot of love and support. I have received so many blessings for making that one glorious

decision. I met my husband when we were 30, at BYU and were blessed with 7 beautiful children. We are now

happy grandparents of 19 grandchildren and one more on the way. President and Sister Pinegar were very loving,

had such a beautiful marriage and had the highest respect for each other. I remember at zone conferences

President would stand every time Sister Pinegar would walk into the chapel to support him. I watched the zoom for

Sister Pinegars funeral and it was so amazing. Your family is so special and so very unique... We will never forget

your family and all you did to teach us how to live the Gospel of Jesus Christ. My Testimony grew so much! It

changed my life forgood and forever!!! Love, Tina Tansey Linford

    - Craig and Tina Linford

Rex and Bonnie were serving as Temple Missionary Trainers while my Bonny and I were serving in the Provo 

Temple Presidency and we enjoyed seeing them again after many years of separation. We were all members of the 

Spanish Fork Third Ward growing up and Rex taught our Sunday School Class when he was in high school. Max 

was my Deacons Quorum Advisor at the same time. We are thrilled that they are together, never to be separated 

again. Our sincere condolences to their family.



 

    - Clyde R. Hicken

When i received my Mission Call to NCVM, in 1972, I wrote to President Pinegar and asked if I could bring my

guitar. He said no. But my letter came back to his mind when he wanted to create the musical missionary group

called Proclamation. I was called to be part of this group and purchased a guitar to use, along with my voice, in our

performances. The 6 of us toured the whole mission performing at every ward and branch. I understand that we

were helpful for bringing over 200 people into the gospel! After Proclamation, and a couple months as a Zone

Leader, President Pinegar called me to be one of his Assistants. There happened to be 4 Assistants instead of 2

because myself and Elder Smith were to go to North Carolina and help set things up for the split of NCVM into 2

missions - North Carolina and Virginia. We received training from President Pinegar and went with him to mission

training meetings for a couple of months. I hated to go to North Carolina but his trust in us made our experiences

there great. Oh, how I love this man and his dear wife and family. I am glad that he did not have to suffer too long

after his wife died. I wish and pray comfort and increased knowledge of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Roger and

Shelley Barton

    - Roger O Barton

Rex lived a beautiful life of service to others. I miss Rex and Bonnie deeply, and I've been blessed to know them

and count them as two of my dearest friends.

    - Deveda Vernon

I wanted to send my condolences to the Rex Dee Pinegar Family. He was my mission president when I served in

the North Carolina Virginia Mission in 1970-1972. He also sealed my son and daughter-in-law in the Salt Lake

Temple in 1998. The Pinegar's have been very important in my life. I have always admired their example and

service. My thoughts are with the family at this difficult time and I wish you all the best. Thank you for sharing your

parents with me. Elder Melvin Hale Star Valley, Wyoming

    - Melvin Hale

On behalf of the Johannessen family we send our love and condolences to the Pinegar family. President Pinegar

inspired me and many others on our missions to North Carolina and Virginia. The Regimental flag of our mission is

now lowered in honor of this wonderful man. We salute you President Pinegar! May God's blessing be upon you

and your family.

    - Rolf Johannessen

It is not surprising to read the positive comments of the many NCVM missionaries who served under the guidance 

of Rex Pinegar. He and Sis. Bonnie Pinegar provided great examples of caring and service in the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ. They taught us to follow the Savior's example and teach with love. I was fortunate to be another who worked 

closely with the Pinegars for a time. I was touched by their quiet strength and testimony. Following my release in 

late December of 1971 I began a construction job working on the Washington D.C. Temple three weeks later. 

When the President was called to be a general authority I had a visit with "Elder Pinegar" about his new calling and 

opportunity. The Pinegars continuing example of service for decades to come was always an inspiration to me. 

Additionally, I wasn't surprised when I heard that the wooden back scratcher I left behind for the kids was renamed 

the "Hand of Fellowship." Our sympathies for your loss Pinegars but thank you sincerely for sharing with us.



Edward Tilt 

 

    - Edward Tilt

Words cannot express our love for this incredible man. We learned so much from him. His gospel doctrine lessons

were life changing, but his example taught us more than anything else. Our first day in the ward, he got down on his

knees in the foyer to be eye level with our boys to meet them. When our son Doug broke his femur at age eleven,

the doorbell rang and he was there to see Doug, no one else! His ministering to the crowd as well as to the one

was inspiring. Our three boys have him at the top of their list as the man who influenced them the most outside our

family. We loved being his neighbor the past 28 years and we are so happy Bonnie dug a hole and pulled him

through so quickly after her passing. They needed to be together! We love your family and hope you feel great

comfort from our Savior at this time.

    - Guy and Carie Woodbury

Sending my love and sympathy to you and all the family at this sad time. It was a joy to be neighbors and friends to

your mom and dad and some of you children. So glad my girls and Lisa are still close friends. I admired your mom

and dad for their faithfullness and service to the church and appreciated their accomplishents. Hope all goes well

for the funeral services. Wish I could be there.

    - Mignon Gallier

I was so saddened to hear of the passing of President Pinegar. My thoughts and prayers have been with his family

and especially his children since I learned of this. President Pinegar was one of the greatest men that I ever met.

His influence for good as my mission president has been a major help for me throughout my life and continues to

be a positive thing that I turn to. He was one of the most kind, loving and compassionate individuals that I have ever

known. To the Pinegar children, thank you so much for sharing your father and your mother with all of us. I know

that we have all been enriched in so many ways by their faith, their spirituality and just the opportunity to know and

love them.

    - Kerry Wheelwright

I was with President Pinegar as a missionary for only a short time. After my mission, I had a sort layover in SLC

and had time to visit Pres Pinegar in the church office building. It was like the final interview as a missionary.

Afterwards, President Pinegar and Elder Lorin C Dunn drove me to the airport. On the way I thought, “Wow, I have

two GA’s right here, I ought to ask a question..” So I asked, “Brethren, how come we have stake 70;s quorums but

no General 70’s quorums even though we have 7 Presidents of the 70?” This was back in 1975 when we had

Assistants to the Quorum of the 12. I remember after I asked that question, Pres Pinegar and Elder Dunn looked at

each other and said. “Good Question. I have always wondered if they took my question to the prophet and asked

him which then came the 1st Quorum of the 70 in 1975, I always loved Pres and Sister Pinegar. What fine

examples of Christlike people. My prayers are with the family.

    - Mike Elder

This is a little late but I want the Pinegar Family to know how much I enjoyed and appreciated serving under one of 

our Father's truly valiant. Rex was an influence in my life for the good and I have carried fond memories of him and 

his family throughout my life. One of Rex's favorite scriptures in the mission field was Alma 29 9-10 which I



memorized and have quoted through the years as it relates to many topics. Rex and Bonnie had a genuine interest

in me, as they did all of their missionaries, which made a huge difference in my life. I felt pretty special as I wrestled

Rex in the living room of the Roanoke Mission Home. I'm sure the Holy Ghost has been with this great family in Rex

and Bonnie's passing and has given them a special Eternal perspective of life and families. Faithfully, Brad

Wilkinson 

 

    - Brad Wilkinson

At 19 I left SLC to serve a mission in Virginia/North Carolina. I arrived not knowing anything about the church

really...just a young man who was scared to death. I had my welcoming interview with President Pinegar who

somehow put me at ease and said, "I know right where I want to send you." Thus I was introduced to

Fredericsksburg and my trainer Dan Hinmon. I always knew that President Pinegar was led by the spirit. Every

transfer that I was involved with, I had a whispering "feeling" before the transfer arrived, and when it did, the sweet

confirmation that I was lead my a Man of God. Since those mission days, I've always been grateful that President

Pinegar taught me to be a receptor of the Spirit. While serving as a Bishop and a Stake President, I always acted

on impressions that I came to know about because of my years of working with an inspired mission president. I love

you President Pinegar, and if your mission instructions weren't enough to inspire me for life, then your funeral

service, by your family, certainly continued that inspiration and desire to repent and improve. As we left the chapel

at the conclusion of your service, my wife and I (Thankyou for sealing us together) just looked at each other in

amazement at your honorable tribute...and the closing song, oh my goodness...your family is amazing!!!

    - Richard N. Summers

We have added our prayers to the many that have been offered for you, for continuing comfort and solace, as you

make the transition to life without Rex Pinegar here. Our lives have been forever blessed by him, and we consider

him to be our treasured mentor, second only to our own parents. While we were living in Vladivostok, helping start

the Church in the Russia Far East in the mid-1990s, both Rex and Bonnie were frequently there with us, visiting

from Tokyo. They stayed in touch with us over the years, and Rex performed the sealing of our daughter and her

husband. They even attended our childrens’ mission talks. What Christlike people!! God bless you all. Mike & Joyce

Williams

    - Mike & Joyce Williams

Elder Pinegar was always one of my favorite speakers. Wise and inspiring to good works.

    - Vickie

I can’t find words to express how much my life has been blessed by the teachings and influence of President and

Sister Pinegar. Thank you. May you all be blessed with peace and comfort.

    - Sam Gardner

I am so sorry you’ve lost your mom and dad. Both were so kind to me—always. I loved to hear your dad speak 

because I felt he was saying what the Savior would have said. I loved his responses to teacher’s questions in 

Sunday School because of his humble clarity saying only that which is good and right. I was blessed to be in the 

presence of your loving parents. Heaven is a little better because they are there now doing the Lord’s work. At the 

same time it is so very hard for you all to be without them here. May the Lord bless and keep you.



 

    - Christine Wahlquist

I am very sorry to hear of your father’s passing. I hope you are comforted in the knowledge that he is in a better

place.

    - Deanna Peterson

Dear Lynn, I'm very sorry to hear about the passing of your brother. I had the honor to hear Rex talk at a stake

conference when I lived in Portland, Oregon, in the 80's I hope everything else is doing well. We have moved from

the mountains of Washington (health reasons) to Sahuarita, AZ which is just south of Tucson. Your friend always,

Keith

    - keith Campbell

I wanted to send you our love and deepest condolences for the passing of both Rex and Bonnie. I was one of their

Missionaries in Virginia - 74-76. My first area was Roanoke. I have such dear, sweet memories of your parents. I

remember how they both - but especially President Pinegar (since I met with him more frequently) had that kind,

penetrating look that made certain that I was one of his favorite missionaries! I kept that a secret because I didn't

want my companions to feel bad, then, over time, I realized that ALL of his missionaries felt that way!! It is difficult

to express how much I love your parents or what an impact they had on my life. Since i worked across the street

from the Church administration building for a while, I had the opportunity to visit him from time to time. Once I asked

him HOW he makes everyone feel so special! And, as you would suspect, he sweetly turned it around and told me

that I do that when I talk with others (thus making me feel 10 feet tall). I loved watching his relationship with Bonne

and hearing stories of how he learned something from one of his children. I truly loved his self deprecating sense of

humor. He spoke with some of my children on their missions and recognizing the name said kind things to them. He

sealed one of them in the temple. I am confident that the kind, simple, personal acts of ministering that Rex and

Bonnie gave really were innumerable. Ministering, lifting and loving was just who they were - it was second nature

to them and opportunities came frequently because they acted when guided by the Holy Ghost. What a legacy of

love, service and a true example of the Master Himself, whom I know that they both love so dearly and whom I

have no doubt they are with today continuing in His work. Thank-you for sharing them with the rest of us. With you

we mourn their passing, but we also feel to rejoice every time that we think how we were blessed to know them and

learn from from their ever kind, gentle and loving touch. Our love to all of the Pinegar Family.

    - Daniel Ditto

It was a true joy to serve the final year of President and Sister Pinegar's mission in Roanoke Virginia. They took a

personal interest in every missionary and our struggles and successes. At the zone conferences President Pinegar

would open up the scriptures in a beautiful way that I almost felt the Savior was speaking because they knew Him.

A highlight of my mission was our zone conference in Colonial Williamsburg on 4 July 1974 when President

Pinegar compared the founding of America to Book of Mormon prophesies, and laid it to our charge to find and

teach the people. We stayed friends thru the years, and the family has been an integral part of my life. I know our

association is not over, mortality is just a hiccup, and I cherish knowing and serving with this wonderful family. Till

we meet again.

    - George H Zinn


