
Shirley Blanche Decker Unsworth
October 1, 1947 ~ February 2, 2025

So sorry for your loss. Praying for you family. She was a pretty lady.

    - Dara Parsons

The Unsworths were the warmest and kindest neighbors! The day we moved in, Shirley had us over for dinner

(spghetti, I think). Small things like that mean a lot. Shirley was my young women's leader; she was a strong

positive influence in my teenage years. She'll never know this but her strong example in seeking education helped

me go back to school in my 40's; it's been one of my most exciting adventure yet. You all are in my thoughts and

prayers as you go through this tremendous loss. Much love--Bonnie Denison

    - Bonnie Barrett Denison

It’s hard to express how much I loved and respected your mom. Other than my own mom, she probably had as big

an impact on my life as any other woman I know. Her example of intelligence, service, faith and grace were truly

inspiring to me. She was a truly good person, a dear friend, and she will be sorely missed. Roy and I are praying for

comfort for your family.

    - Millie Johnson

My condolences to you Brother Unsworth and all your family. You were all such wonderful members of the Boone

Branch when you lived her. Thank you for all your years of service, and may God be with you through this time

knowing well that you shall be reunited beyond the veil.

    - John Scott

So sorry for your loss. Praying for you all. 



    - Belinda Draughn

Art and Shirley opened their hearts and home that Art built, to me for a semester when I attended BYU. Always

thoughtful and kind, Shirley made my daughter her favorite "blankie" 46 years ago. (My daughter still has that

shredded and loved blanket.) Shirley was making quilts for her grandchildren on one of my last trips! Her LOVE for

her children and grandchildren was endless. In her last email, she described her children as "heroic" after her fall. I

responded, her children are AMAZING...that's because they had such incredible parents. I am SO grateful she and

Art found each other, shared a love and built a beautiful family. She was an exceptionally devoted wife. And I was

blessed to call Shirley, my friend for over 50 years. Heather McKenzie Davidson

    - Heather McKenzie Davidson

Aunt Shirley has always been so genuine and kind to me. Her sweet reassurance squeeze and sincere inquiry of

how I and my kids were doing taught me, by example, of what it looks like to show up authentically for one another.

She has been such a beautiful little sister to my mom and will be missed by all of us. I look forward to the fun

heavenly arrival party when we see each other again. Love and hugs to you all - my dear cousins! {sharon}

    - Sharon Crowther Olson

I have fond memories of Shirley from our school days together in Mesa, AZ. We were in the high school band and

ACappella choir together as well as several classes. My cousin, Janet Bateman, lived with Shirley’s family our

Senior year. Shirley was very talented musically and was an excellent student. She was a friend towards everyone

and was well respected. I always considered her a good friend. I will miss her greatly.

    - Mareen Terry Whiting

I’m so sorry for the loss of Shirley. She was one of the kindest ladies I everI had the privilege to know. I wish

blessings on you, Art, and the extraordinary family you and Shirley guided.

    - Bill Harbinson

Shirley was such a kind, generous, gracious, and loving person. She and Art raised an amazing family, and they

both played such an important part in my early years at Appalachian State University. Shirley will be greatly missed

by anyone who was lucky enough to know her.

    - Victor Mansure

Art, I was saddened to hear of your loss. I loss my wife in 2022 due to Alzheimer’s, so I can sympathize with you for

your loss. Please know that you and your family will be in my prayers. God bless you all, and please extend my

condolences to Adam and Andrew.

    - John Sullivan

I am saddened by this news of Shirley's passing. My sincere condolences go out to Art and all of the extended 

Unsworth family. Peace. 



    - Dr. Douglas James

Art and family, I am so sorry for the loss of Shirley. She was a truly amazing woman. Her kindness and faith has

always been such an inspiration to me. Art and Shirley, as they did for so many others, gave so much love and

support to me through my years at ASU and while I was serving my mission. I will never forget their amazing ability

to make each person feel as though they were their favorite and most loved person! I know the light of Shirley will

live on through all of the people she touched during her life. I will miss her greatly. I am praying for peace and

comfort for you and your family at this time. With Love, Lois Reid Jarrell

    - Lois Reid Jarrell

I am so sorry about the loss of Aunt Shirley. I have many beautiful memories of your mom and your entire family.

I'm thinking of you all today and always.

    - Kelly Williams

I have very fond memories of both of your parents. They were wonderful kind, thoughtful people and I send my

condolences. I will always remember our wonderful visit to Salt Lake City and having wonderful seats to hear the

Christmas concert of the Mormon tabernacle choir. I will also always remember, so fondly the wonderful stollen she

always gifted us with at Christmas. Charlie and I both loved your father and your mother.

    - Carolyn Clement

We are so sorry to hear of Shirley’s passing. She was always so friendly and positive. She made a good impact on

everyone she touched with her kindness.

    - Steve and Rose Scott

What a beautiful funeral service. Our family's heartfelt sympathies go out to you, Art, and your family, for Shirley's

passing. We loved the Decker family, and had close ties with Smith, Helen and their kids growing up in Mesa. My

father, Floyd Denton, was the conductor of the Sun Valley Symphony when Shirley performed the Grieg Piano

Concerto with them back in the late-1960s. I'm a pianist, and remember hearing that impressive and inspiring

performance as a 13-year-old in the audience. My father also hired Art in the Mesa Public Schools system, so he

might have been indirectly responsible for Shirley and Art's union! May the Savior's peace be felt by your family,

and love and best wishes to you--Art, Mary, Elaine, Don, and all of Shirley's wonderful children and grandchildren..

    - Marc Denton

Art- I was deeply saddened to learn of the passing of Shirley. I often think back with fondest memories of the two of

you and your family. My deepest condolences to you and your family as you are in my thoughts and prayers at this

difficult time. Todd Wright

    - Todd Wright

Rest in Peace, dear Shirley. We are grateful to have been able to view the beautiful memorial service by your 

sister, children & grandchildren and friends in faith-a truly special tribute to you of endless love & appreciation. We



pray for comfort & peace for all grieving your loss & know that your influence, love & caring, strong bonds of family

love will be their gifts to have for always. God Bless Art & all the Unsworth Family. Peace, Love, Light, Kathie &

Norm 

 

    - KathieClarkUnsworth

My name is Jack O’Bryant, son of Allison Unsworth O’Bryant, and Grandson of Shirley. For the past year and a half

I had the honor of having her as my English and History teacher. One of the things I deeply appreciated was how

consistently she came up with new, fun, and amazingly creative ideas and projects for us to do. She was always so

kind and patient with her teaching and had an incredible memory. One of my fond memories of her was learning

new, obscure but brilliant vocabulary words, such as lugubrious, and trying to use them as often as we could when

talking to each other. Even when she broke her back, and was lying miserably in bed she still made sure to call me,

I loved that. I am extremely grateful I had the opportunity to learn from such an amazing, incredible person and

teacher, who will forever be in my heart and memories.

    - Jack O’Bryant

Rest in Peace, dear Shirley. We are grateful to have been able to view the beautiful memorial service by your

sister, children & grandchildren and friends in faith-a truly special tribute to you of endless love & appreciation. We

pray for comfort & peace for all grieving your loss & know that your influence, love & caring, strong bonds of family

love will be their gifts to have for always. God Bless Art & all the Unsworth Family. Peace, Love, Light, Kathie &

Norm

    - KathieClarkUnsworth

Shirley and Art taught me the Plan of Salvation. It’s so hard to even think of them separately. Yet, here I am saying

memories of just Shirley for now. One day, I thought that Shirley and Art might like some custard. So, I stopped by

with some. It turns out, it reminded him of the kind hisMom made. Shirley stopped by a little while later in the month

to give me a beautifully quilted sqquare to match my decor. I made oatmeal cookis; she made these amazing,

dainty sugar cookies delicately frosted….amazing. A friendsship solidified. I held her tight when life got in the way.

And will always love forever and ever

    - Kate Jarvis

Dear Art -- I learned only today of Shirley's passing and want to offer belated condolences on the loss of an

extraordinarily fine human being. She was a pleasure to know and the best of all possible in absentia officemates.

I'll remember her with gratitude for that and with affection for her friendship. Bill

    - Bill Ward


