
Steven Allan Hedquist
April 20, 1940 ~ May 31, 2025

What a dear man. I met him when my wife and I moved to Ann Arbor, and he made a lasting impression on me. I

am grateful, indeed, for my association with him. God speed, brother Hedquist.

    - Scott Larson

The experiences and miracles I was blessed to be part of or witness during the 6 1/2 years I served as Stake YW

President under President Hedquist’s leadership would fill volumes. I was also blessed to attend his institute

classes for almost 10 years. He freely shared his extraordinary knowledge and wisdom, and tapped into his

connections at times ;) to allow our youth to have extraordinary experiences. He always had a twinkle in his eye

and a genuine kind smile. There was no question that Elizabeth was the love of his life from the way he talked

about her and that he was devoted to his sons and their families in the way he lovingly mentioning them often also.

My sincerest sympathy and prayers for peace to his family. I sense the earth mourning the loss of his spirit here,

but Heaven, and Elizabeth, and our Savior, are rejoicing at his return. ■■

    - Lavon Huntsman Maiersperger

I loved my Uncle Steve. He was so fun to be around and made us laugh often with his gift of humor. He was a

spiritual giant and had a deep love for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I looked forward to spending fun summer

vacations at his home with my cousins. He will be truly missed. My deepest sympathies to my cousins and their

families. I look forward to seeing Uncle Steve again one day and renewing our friendship for the eternities. Love

you Uncle!

    - Mark Hedquist

Thank you dear friend for being such a powerful example to all.. It was a great blessing to work and serve with you.

I’m happy to know that a reunion with loved ones has happened.

    - J Kent Tucker



We love our President Hedquist! Wonderful Patriarch and Stake President.

    - Gordon Taranger

Steve and Liz were powerful and loving examples of how to be followers of Jesus. Steve shared many personal

and heart felt stories and insights with our Ann Arbor stake in his many capacities that touched me to the core and

helped shape my faith. Liz shared her heart through her music and service. I loved serving with her closely in Relief

Society feeling her spunk and her love. Steve and Liz will always be remembered and missed as we wait for warm

reunions with them in the next life. I'm glad they are together again.

    - Linda Johnson

It was with great sadness that I learned of Steve's passing. He was an outstanding leader and example of

discipleship, an inspired teacher, and a good friend. I will cherish my memories of teaching with him, sharing

discussions in our quorums, and hunting lost golf balls on the Brookside back nine. My condolences to his family

and many friends.

    - Michael Jibson

My sincere condolences.

    - Martha Bowman

President Hedquist was our Branch President when the Young Single Adult Branch was formed in Ann Arbor. My

Husband and I met, fell in love and were “married” by him after we were wed in the Washington DC Temple. We

got the chance to introduce him to our adopted daughter Tiana. He will always hold a very special place in our

hearts for the part he played in our lives and the lives of our friends in that Branch. We send our prayers and

condolences to his family and please know that he was loved and admired more than words can express…he will

be greatly missed.

    - David and Marjorie Peck

My dear sister I'm so sorry for your loss at this time, knowing that the pain you feel now won't be forever,because of

our Savior Jesus Christ joy cometh in the morning. In the name of Jesus Christ amen

    - Ann-marie Whitmore

I had many great wonderful years, rubbing your shoulders with Steve and Elizabeth in the Ann Arbor ward (watched

their sons grow up.) When Elizabeth went to Eastern Michigan University to get her doctorate in music, She came

to me and asked me if I could record her doctoral performance at Eastern, which I was all too happy to do. I had the

equipment, and was doing stake dances and other musical events.. I was thrilled that I could help her. What a

wonderful, wonderful faith driven family. I will have no trouble recognizing them in the hereafter and look forward to

seeing them once again.

    - David Irwin (AnnArbor)



Steve is someone who I have always looked up to as a Theological Scholar. He knows the scriptures inside and

out. He was an amazing Stake President, going door to door to ask the neighbors of the Stake Building in Saline

what their concerns were. My husband David and I attended the City Council meeting that was to approve the

building of the building. It went on and on for over three hours. Every concern was addressed and several changes

were made by the architect. Steve would be surprised to see the fullness of the natural fencing of trees surrounding

the borders of the lot. I think of him every time I look at them. He gave our daughter Julie her Patriarchal Blessing. I

call it a ‘five tissue blessing’ - that is how many tissues I needed as the Blessing was given! It was the most spiritual

experience of my life. He and Liz were like two peas in a pod, peanut butter and jelly, salt and pepper, fries and a

burger - you get the picture! What a beautiful example of a celestial marriage. I love the way he would chuckle,

pause a moment and then say something that was profound and/or funny. What an amazing man.

    - Diane Irwin

I am grateful to President Hedquist for his faithful service to the members of the Ann Arbor stake. The principles

and work he and his counselors taught and performed were foundational for me, as I began wanting to become a

better disciple of Jesus Christ. I still quote from the institute classes he taught and from stories of faithful members

he shared. As you gather to remember him, my gift for you is that he helped change me by drawing me closer to

Jesus Christ.

    - Arell Chapman

What a kind, gentle, wise, thoughtful and approachable man. He was a leader by his loving example, patience and

deep insight. I will forever be grateful for the support he gave to me and my family while he was our patriarch, stake

president, and temple president, and most importantly, our genuine friend. I always saw a pure example of the

Savior's teachings in Steve.

    - Brad Smith

He was such a kind man. Always in the services of others.

    - Nancy Lennon

When I learned about Steve's passing, great sadness entered my heart and mind, but I also felt joy for his reunion

with Liz. When I picture them in my mind, I think of what a wonderful example of love they showed to each other.

Steve was my branch president, and I always felt his love and concern for me. When I was applying for a teaching

position at BYU-Hawaii, I asked Steve if he would write a letter of recommendation for me, which he did. To this

day, I don't know what he wrote in the letter, but I am sure that he was a large part of the reason why I was hired.

For that I will be forever grateful. To Steve and Liz's sons, their wives, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren, I

offer my heartfelt condolences to all of you. May God bless and carry you through your times of grief! With much

aloha,

    - Elise Fader

I’m so sorry for the passing of your father, Brother Hedquist. I was a seminary student of his at Brighton High from 

fall 1969-spring 1974. I was blessed to have him all three years. I was talking about something he taught us back in 

high school to my husband, we are 70 yrs old now, Mark looked him up on his phone and found his obituary. I had 

to watch the funeral and it was really great. I remember you older boys when you lived in our ward back then. It was



Butler 13th I believe. Your Dad was such a great teacher. We loved him. He taught us so much. One thing I will

never forget is when he told us all that the black members of our church would receive the priesthood and then he

looked at us all and said you will see this happen. I felt the spirit strongly that day and I knew it was true and we

would. A couple years after I graduated the blessings of priesthood and temple blessings was revealed. I heard the

announcement over the radio. I just cried. Your father had read it in all his sisters. I believe your Dad studied

everything. I’ve never met anyone else who had read the discourses of Brigham Young, all of them. I tried and

didn’t even finish a volume. He was amazing. He will be a great benefit to the spirit world. He is a great decouple of

Jesus Christ. 

 

    - Heather Hathaway Dodge


