Steven H. Rich Sr.
April 21, 1950 ~ January 11, 2026

So sorry sister Rich. My phone has been acting up and was waiting for another one and just seeing this now. | am
so sorry for you and your family. | will miss seeing him at the Temple when you guys come in to serve, weekly. | will
miss him telling me: "you know, they have all the nicest people here." Please express our condolence to your
family. This is your African friend from Yale ward to Tooele.

- Mariama and Bayo Olayemi

I have such fond memories of Steve and Melinda and their entire family during our time in the Yale Il Ward. Steve
was a wonderful example of charity, the greatest of all gifts. He was an absolute joy to listen to and learn from. His
loving care of and connection with Brian, especially during the time of the Pingree's mission, was nothing short of
amazing. He was also, as the obituary touched on, a dedicated High Priest group leader during our time there. Galil
and | will always love your family.

- Paul Evans

| am sad to hear of Steve’s passing. Don and | loved and enjoyed Steve and Melinda. My prayers are with you and
your family. Love, Betty

- Betty Egan Green

Steve, we love you and miss you. Thank you for prompting pondering and plumbing spiritual depths, giving us
humor and insight and asking hard and meaningful questions as well as helping us find just as meaningful answers.
You are truly a wonderful soul. Melinda, we love you and we pray for you and for your children, whom we love as
well. We wish you comfort and peace from the Spirit and from the knowledge that the Savior has made it possible
for you and all of us to enjoy the company of Steve again at some point.

- Kevin and Susan Pinegar




We are so sorry to hear about Steve. We send all of our love and prayers to your family.

- Richard and Shawna Lewis

| remember one of the stories he told me. He was on a date with a girl on the Kaibab and for some reason, decided
to head down, but not on a road, in his vehicle. He had to take out his little pocket knife saw, and cut down trees
that were in the way so they could get down.

- Will Taylor

Sending love and prayers to the family of Steve. | first met Steve when in the mission field. We served in several of
the same districts. He has always been such a great example to me of kindness and integrity. May the Lord
continue to bless all of you!

- David Glade

Oh Steve, This makes my heart so sad, it was a pleasure to care for you and always hear about your grandchildren
and how special they are to you, and how loving and caring ur amazing wife was and always has been, with a
heavy heart may you rest in peace you my friend will be missed by many! Keep that gum in ur mouth buddy... RIP
Steven

- Carolyn Curry

| was one of many caregivers that took care of Steven when he was at his home. It was an honor to take care of
him. He was funny and | learned so much from him. You are missed.

- Melissa

My life will be forever blessed to have known Steve Rich. As with all the kids in the neighborhood, we grew up
bouncing from house to house. In the Rich home, there was always an abundance of love, wisdom, good humor,
and amazing food. That light flowed freely to scouts, Sunday school lessons, home teaching visits, and countless
other wonderful memories. | never had a superficial conversation with Steve Rich. Two highlights stand out to me:
As young kids, Steve would teach us advanced and complex concepts with clarity. He knew kids could learn
anything if taught well. (He taught me the principle of synergy probably in primary.) Second, his calm demeanor and
good humor were unflappable. What seemed like a difficult situation to me often turned into a delightful adventure
with him. He will be missed.

- Tim Fowles

Melinda, Sending deepest sympathy in the passing of your husband Steven. So grateful you were able to help and
assist him during his health challenges. | would have loved to get to know him. Sending my prayers and love to you
and your family. Suzanne Glade Mendenhall

- Suzanne Glade Mendenhall




Fellow Classmates, Like all of you I'm sure, | am deeply saddened by Steve’s passing. But | also am feeling
immense gratitude for his unwavering friendship and support during our East High years. For someone with such a
sharp even cynical wit, he never failed to show real compassion and caring - and most personally his commitment
as a friend during a turbulent period for me. | remember warmly the endless hours we spent playing basketball in
his driveway, shooting pool in his basement, going to movie nights at the ward/stake house, and just goofing
around and occasionally causing mischief. And our visits to the North Rim and the family ranch have stayed with
me as if just last week. He was a seriously talented artist and writer with a Twain-like sense of humor. But he was
also truly grounded and authentic, and was always a kindred spirit who made me feel worthy to be his friend. He
has and will always travel with me in my heart. May you rest in peace, Steve, and partake of all the joys in heaven.

- Robert Whaley

Uncle Steve, You were a rare and remarkable soul, one of the greatest we have ever been blessed to know. You
and Aunt Melinda wrapped us in unconditional love when our hearts needed it most, and that kindness has echoed
through our lives ever since. Your spirit, along with the countless shotgun adventures at Jacob Lake, shaped our
childhood and taught us to live boldly, joyfully, and authentically. You showed us what love truly is and what it
means. Thank you for welcoming us into your chosen family. We’ll meet you again on the far side of the Navajo
Bridge with fry bread in hand. May you walk with beauty all around. Hagodnee’. With all our love, your forever
WaaHoo crew, Katt & Penelope Jim Jennifer & Steve Samuelu & Family

- Katt & Jennifer

No one casts a bigger shadow than my friend Steve Rich. He was able to weave his true blue cowboy philosophy
into each part of his life. | was with Steve in that seventh grade gym class in 1972 when his heart stopped. | didn't
see Steve fall, but | felt it. The whole gym floor shook when Steve hit the hardwood. That event truly set the
precedent for a unique and wonderful life. | am sure there is a little more ruckus than the heavenly hosts are used
to now that Steve is up there riding the heavens and corralling stars.

- Bruce L Ashton

Dear Melinda and family, | love Steve Rich. Although | am not a poet, we have a lot in common: Southern Utah;
Panguitch Lake; land; cattle; Harvard/Yale neighborhood; Church; teaching; love of and interactiion with people;
etc. Steve is one whom | want to see and with whom | want to interact on the other side of the veil, should | be
fortunate enough to be where he is. You, Melinda, are his equal, perhaps even his superequal. | pray for him. | pray
for you. And Joy and | pray your family and the continuatin thereof throughout eternity.

- Robert F. (Bob) Orton

Melinda, We are shocked and saddened to hear of your news about Steve. He is a giant of man to me in so many
ways. Because of him | am a changed man. As a brand new very green missionary he took me under his wing and
mentored me with the spirit of the Holy Ghost. It was in West Norwood with Elder Rich where | gained my
testimony. Even though all of us left behind are sad and missing him.....I know that he is now free and happy to be
home with loved ones on the other side. We celebrate his life here. God Bless. Paul Taggart

- Paul Taggart




It was my honor to get to know Steven in the two years that we were neighbors at Rocky Mountain. | would watch
Steve lean back in his chair thinking he was going to tip over. Steve and his wife Melinda were there for me when |
lost my husband. | will be forever grateful for his friendship. Oh we are calling the tip in the chair (Steve’s position)

- Nancy Betack

Gordon and | were members of the Salt Lake Veteran Branch when Steven and Melinda were there. Gordon was a
counselor to Lyman King and Steven was a very good teacher. We always wanted to listen to him. Their friendship
has always been special to us. Love, Naoma Scheffner

- Naoma Scheffneer

Melinda, | am so sorry for your loss. | can’t even imagine what you and your family are going through. We love you
so much and pray the Lord will bless you and your family with the Peace and Comfort only he can give. Lots of
hugs! Immmm

- Charlene Tso

Melinda and Family, We last visited with Steve at the Costco on 18th South and 300 West, when we had all
stopped shopping to have a hot dog and drink at the Food Court there. Steve and Michael were comparing recent
hospitalizations, and the swollen ankles which the Jacob Lake elevation gave both of them! We also agreed that
our open-heart surgeries took about a year of recovery time. We were both also grateful for the open-heart surgery
culture which President Russell M. Nelson had established for our benefit in the Salt Lake Valley! We both felt
certain that neither of us would be alive then if not for the former next-door neighbor of the John and Effie Dean
family, Dr. Russell M. Nelson! Melinda, during the years my parents, George and Dorothy, worked with you at
Jacob Lake Lodge, they regularly told us you and Matt were the friendliest of all the family members there! The
advancing years have made driving for me in Salt Lake less of a pleasure and more of a chore! If we can make it
there, we will come for tonight's viewing at 2350 East 1300 South, Larkin Sunset Lawn, but our hearts will be with
you and your family for the funeral service in Stansbury Park. We love Steve, you, and your family, and thank you
particularly and personally for the many kindnesses you showed to Mom and Dad. We have prayed, and will
continue to pray, that Heavenly Father and the Savior's choicest blessings of comforting care and help will always
be yours. Please tell us if we can be of help to you and your family. Michael & Kay Rich and Family

- Michael & Kay Rich

My Dear Melinda | am so sorry to hear of the passing of your dear husband and my friend Steven Rich. The last
time we met | was sure that you did not know of all the good time we had together. Of course you and | go way
back to Bonneville Elementary but Steve and | first really met on the wrestling mats at East. He was the giant of a
wrestler while | was the small one at 115Ibs. We wrestled in the State tournament together under Coach Hales. It
was great fun. But our best times together were in the mission field. We served under President Belnap and | have
unforgettable memories of those days. | see in some of your pictures the beautiful brass rubbings we made in
Essex and Sussex, England. Steve will never be forgotten by any of us who knew him. And neither will you be
forgotten. We love you both and thankfully because of our older Brother, Jesus Christ, we will be together in the
eternities. May God be with you and your family.

- Theodore E Kanell




Melinda and family, It saddens me to hear of the loss of your husband and father Steve. He truly made a big
difference in his sphere of influence, left a great legacy, and will be greatly missed. | am grateful for the time in high
school that | had the opportunity to know him. May God bless you with the comfort, love, and peace that only
comes from Jesus Christ.

- Nancy Spencer Woodbury

Dear Melinda and family, We were so sorry to hear of Steve’s passing. You all been in our thoughts, memories, and
prayers as we grieve over the loss of Steve. Steve was a wonderful, kind hearted, gentle soul who had a powerful
influence over our lives. Steve always greeted us as if we were his very best friends in the world. | know he always
greeted people that way, and it makes people feel special. | know it did that for us. We loved the stories, his advice,
and his crazy, amazing way of looking at the world. Always he made us think and consider new ways of looking at
things. We will miss him in so many different ways. He was our friend, our consultant, and my (Kimberley’s) fellow
HRM degree student. We always admired his strong and loving relationship with his family and friends. We will
miss seeing him at Jacob Lake and miss the opportunity to drive around the Ranch and look at the changes he was
able to make. Our thoughts and prayers are with you and your family. Love and blessings, Kimberley Knight Stefan
Wolf and the Date Creek Ranch family

- Kimberley Knight and Stefan Wolf



