
William (Bill) Elden Hadfield
May 17, 1944 ~ March 7, 2026

Growing up in Salt Lake City, I had the unique blessing of meeting my best friend in kindergarten at Dilworth

Elementary. Tyler Hadfield (“Hady”) and I went on to complete elementary school, junior high, high school, and

college together - and he remains the most loyal, supportive, and treasured friend in my life. Hady was raised by an

incredible family. His mom and dad have always felt like second parents to me, and I’ve loved and admired his

siblings since we were six years old. His father, Bill Hadfield, was a remarkable example of intelligence, hard work,

good humor, faith, and devotion to family. Bill was even brave enough to employ me in high school and college at

his “Lamp Company” for several years. I’ve often thought it both fitting and poetic that Bill made his living in the

world of light and illumination - because he truly was a source of light in my life, and in the lives of so many others.

Bill passed away this past Saturday. While I’m deeply saddened by this tremendous loss, I’m also profoundly

grateful for the influence he had on my life. I believe we now have a wonderful guardian angel in heaven, lighting

the way home for those he loved. I love you, Bill. Thank you for your example, your kindness, and the lasting

impact you’ve had on my life.

    - Bill Knowlton


