
Carmel O'Halloran
May 11, 1939 ~ August 1, 2025

Carmel O'Halloran, our devoted mother, beloved grandmother, and cherished great-grandmother, passed away

peacefully on August 1, 2025. Carmel's life began in Ireland, where she spent her formative years until the age of

20. In Spain she met and fell in love with Richard Boner, who was stationed there with the US Air Force. They

moved to the United States and they had four fabulous, delightful, caring, brilliant children, Frieda Anne Berlin,

Derek Lee Boner, Cailin Marie Sandstedt, and her precious baby, Brian John O'Halloran.

Carmel's life was one of resilience and dedication. Despite the challenges of moving frequently across the United

States, including Kansas, Washington, Florida, Georgia, Virginia, Texas, and finally Utah, she found joy in raising

her children. Her love and support extended not only to her immediate family but also to her grandchildren and

great-grandchildren, whom she adored.

Carmel returned to the workforce in Virginia in retail. Following the move to Abilene, Texas she delved into the

banking industry. She worked tirelessly, often holding down two jobs to provide for her family and to secure her

future. In Salt Lake City she was employed by Key Bank and Sears - Downtown. Even while juggling work

responsibilities, she pursued education, demonstrating her commitment to self-improvement and personal growth.

Throughout her life, Carmel exhibited remarkable strength and determination and created family-like bonds leaving

an indelible mark on all who had the privilege of working with her.

Known as Granny to most people, she gave generously and sometimes anonymously to people in need and

neighbors graduating from high school or other achievements.

Carmel was a devout member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Carmel had great faith, she

always put her heart and soul into her callings. She never liked ward dinners but did enjoy making friends in the

many wards she attended. She always tried to learn and grow by reading the scriptures striving to gain more

understanding.

Carmel enjoyed gardening, making sure no weeds survived in her yard, even when the yard was nothing more than

dirt and rocks. She would rake the rocks to make them look tidy. She insisted the granddaughters cut the grass up

against the fence with scissors because the edger made unsightly marks on the fence.

She loved classical music and the symphony; for many years, she volunteered as an usher at the Utah Symphony.

She loved Elvis, the Beatles and Roy Orbison too.

She loved reading and used her time on Trax to and from work to read her Kindle. However, she usually ended up

chatting with those around her.

She always had a tidy home. She insisted the refrigerator was cleaned out and scrubbed weekly. She demanded 

the pantry be completely emptied, wiped down and reorganized each month. She found great joy in organized



drawers and closets.

She rotated her clothing with the season. Very much a fashionista, she had fabulous taste in clothing including

many beautiful leather jackets and suits. She had the perfect shoes for every outfit. She loved to find great deals,

shopped until she found the shirt, sweater or jacket that matched an outfit with perfection.

She did not suffer fools, jobs done halfway, lame excuses, laziness nor tardiness. She watched the news, kept up

to date with world events, politics, and pop culture and expected all around her to be thusly educated. Carmel was

stubborn to a fault. Highly critical and impatient, she wanted everyone to live up to the best of their abilities.

Carmel looked forward to the Olympics and each tennis open. She liked English TV shows and a good movie but

never a musical.

Carmel really loved fresh off the vine tomatoes, Brussels sprouts, whipped cream, rice pudding, bread pudding,

trifle, Irish brown bread with butter and good milk chocolate.

Always up for an adventure, Carmel enjoyed road trips, vacations, the beach, and trips to Disneyland with her

grandchildren. She passed out last time she road Space Mountain, after that she only road rides like Peter Pan and

Storybook Land Canal Boats.

Carmel is survived by her sister Joan (Tom) Keogh of Australia, sister Patricia (Paul) Bridgeman of Ireland, her

daughter Frieda (Scott) Berlin of Utah, her son Derek (Lisa) Boner of California, her daughter Cailin (Carl)

Sandstedt of Utah, her son Brian O’Halloran of Texas, her grandson Alex(Ashley) and his children Mariah, Angel,

Tiger, Breylenne and Lainey Gallimore of Texas , her granddaughter Mandy Westover (Eric) Dow and their children

Nathan and Molly of Utah, her granddaughter Courtney Bonner of California, her granddaughter Ashley Westover

(Brett) Albiston of Utah, her grandson Rick Bonner (fiancée Byanca) and her son Jacob, his son Levi and their

daughter Rylee of California, her granddaughter Kristen Westover (Daniel) Schneyder and their children West,

Liam, Audrey, and Amelia of Utah, her granddaughter Lauren Westover of Utah, her granddaughter Carmel

Sandstedt of Utah and her granddaughter Claire Sandstedt of Utah. She is preceded in death by her parents, Kevin

and Anne O'Halloran, and her brothers Desmond and Ray O'Halloran of Ireland.

In honoring Carmel's memory, let us celebrate the legacy of love and strength she leaves behind. May her spirit

continue to inspire us all.

A Memorial will be held 2 PM, Saturday, November 29, 2025, Larkin Mortuary, Riverton, 3688 West 12600 South in

Riverton, Utah. Memorial services will be streamed via Zoom for those wishing to attend virtually.


