
Dorine Hale Nelson
November 22, 1936 ~ February 11, 2023

Dorine Hale Nelson was born on November 22, 1936, to Beth Reynolds and Ronald Aroet Hale in Pocatello, Idaho.

She was the first born of four children with three younger brothers.

Dorine’s family moved to St Anthony, Idaho after she was born where her dad worked for the telephone company

until she was 5 years old. They moved back to Pocatello, Idaho where she attended grade school and Jr High

School. When Dorine was 14 years old, her family moved to Salt Lake City, UT where she attended 3 different high

schools (South, Granite, and Olympus). After HS graduation she attended one semester at BYU (Provo) and then

moved back home which was Portland, OR. Because of the lack of finances, Dorine did not return to BYU but

instead found a job as a secretary. She had excellent typing and secretarial skills! While she was at home working,

she met a very handsome, charismatic dental student, John Nelson, who stole her heart. They were married in the

Logan, Utah LDS temple for time and all eternity on June 24, 1957.

One year after being married, Dorine and John were blessed with a son. After Dental school in Portland, they were

stationed in Texas and then Virginia for John to finish his commitment to the Army. Virginia is where their second

child was born; a daughter! One of the hardest years of Dorine’s life was when John was stationed in Korea for one

year while she stayed in Oregon with her two small children. Gratefully Dorine lived with her parents for help and

support. About three months after John left for Korea, Dorine was surprised to find out that she was expecting their

third baby! John did not meet his newborn daughter until she was 4 1/2 months old, when he returned from Korea!

Later, Dorine and John were blessed with 3 more children; 2 daughters and a son. Now they had six children (4

daughters and 2 sons). Dorine and John raised their family in the Portland/Beaverton/Tigard, Oregon area where

John worked as a family Dentist.

Dorine loved being a homemaker and mother and kept very busy raising her 6 children. She loved to sew and

made many clothes for herself and her family. She loved to quilt and was a great pie maker! She enjoyed reading

and always had a beautiful flower garden in her yard. Dorine was a die-hard BYU fan! She was also a Disney lover.

Dorine enjoyed all kinds of music and learned to play the piano as a young girl and later in life learned to play the

harp. She loved the beauty of nature, taking walks, watching movies at the theater, attending church each Sunday,

and enjoying the blessings of the temple. She especially loved seeing and visiting with her children and

grandchildren and getting to know her great grandchildren. She cherished her family and being part of their life.

Dorine had great faith and loved the Lord, Jesus Christ. She believed in the power of prayer. She was a devout 

member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and served in many teaching, ministering, music and 

leadership positions throughout her life. She especially loved working with the children! She loved teaching music



to the children and directed many children and youth choirs. She also cherished her position as the ward choir

director for eight years.

After John retired from his dental practice, he and Dorine decided to move to Phoenix, Arizona and then Tucson to

be by family and sunshine! After extended family left Arizona, they decided to also leave and made their last home

in Utah. They began in Pleasant Grove and then finished their mortal lives in Orem, Utah at Covington Senior

Living.

Dorine passed away peacefully on February 11, 2023, surrounded by family (all 6 children) and dear friends. She

was blessed to meet many wonderful people while living at Covington, who became very cherished friends and

“family” to her. We will miss her gentle spirit, beautiful smile, and warm hugs. We are very grateful she is now with

her sweetheart and eternal companion again.

Dorine is survived by her 3 brothers/spouses: Dr. Garron (Becky) Hale, Guy (Nikki) Hale, and Craig (Minta) Hale; 6

children/spouses: Steve (Keri) Nelson, Tammy (John) Payne, Debbie (Monty) Pierce, Sandy Assante, Mark Nelson,

and Cherstin Lyon; and 25 grandchildren (17 spouses) and 45 great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held Saturday, February 25, 2023, at the Larkin Sunset Gardens Cemetery Chapel, 1950 E

10600 S, Sandy, Utah beginning at 11:00AM. Viewing will be held prior to services at the same location beginning

at 9:00AM. Interment at Larkin Sunset Gardens Cemetery.

Those wishing to view the COMPLETED services via Zoom can click the "Watch Services" button or follow the link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/-AlVJkq8tsBk8O24k1R6teshH3WccXjSoyYatxE1339xYnhuDd7MkHa_CHYlp0UE.2l6sU2XEJFE4e4Pq?startTime=1677342876000


