
Michael K. Wall
April 7, 1958 ~ July 20, 2021

With sadness, we announce the passing of our dearest husband, father, and friend Michael Keith Wall. He taught

us, supported us, laughed with us, celebrated our joys, and calmed our fears. Michael passed away in Las Vegas,

Nevada on July 20th, 2021 at the age of 63, from complications with COVID 19. His wife and children were with

him.

Michael was born in Salt Lake City, Utah, on April 7th, 1958, the son of Gaymore Rene Wall and Esther Noble Wall,

the sixth of their nine children. Michael adored his siblings and revered his parents. His fondest memories, of which

he spoke throughout his life, were of the regular camping trips he took with his family in childhood and youth.

Michael grew up in Salt Lake City (but spent many a summer working on his grandparents’ Idaho farm). He

attended South High School (class of 1976), where he excelled on his speech and debate team. Public speaking

was a talent he shared with and learned from his mother, as was his love of reading (he also learned his love of

watching NFL football from his mother). After high school, he studied as an undergraduate and a law student at the

University of Utah (he graduated from law school in 1984).

In 1980, Michael married his sweetheart, Regina Marion Freimann, in the Salt Lake City Temple of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints. They raised two children, Spencer Kenneth Wall (born 1984) and Angela

Katherine Wall (born 1988). The four of them have always been the closest of families. Michael’s law career took

him, with his family, to Nevada; first to Carson City, where Michael worked as the supervising staff attorney of the

Supreme Court of Nevada; and then to Las Vegas, where he joined the law firm of Hutchison & Steffen. In private

practice, he worked in many areas of the law, but particularly enjoyed returning to the Supreme Court, now as an

advocate for his clients. As his little family of four found adventures and good times and joy together in Nevada,

Michael maintained his emotional bond to the place and the family from which he had come. When Michael had a

question about a car or a personal concern or a household repair or a spiritual topic, his father Gaymore was his

first call.

Michael loved the gospel of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints and loved to teach it. He taught this

gospel on a two-year mission for his church, as a young man, in Germany; in Sunday school and in other teaching

callings for his church, throughout his life; and in animated conversations with anyone who would listen or ask him

questions. He particularly treasured those books of scripture that the members of his faith call the Old Testament.

He returned again and again to his study of Deuteronomy, Isaiah, and Job, as well as the history in the books of

Kings and Chronicles. From his study of scripture, he learned and he taught obedience to and reverence for God.

Michael loved the outdoors. In childhood and youth, he hiked and camped with his family in the High Uintas in 

northern Utah. He called the Uintas the most beautiful place on earth. As a young husband and father, he took



advantage of living in Carson City, near Lake Tahoe, walking on trails and swimming in the lake with his wife and

children. They all spent long summer evenings together at the lake, eating pizza on the beach and watching the

sun set. Even after they moved from Carson City, they returned to Lake Tahoe regularly. Michael loved the

outdoors so much, he brought them indoors. One of his hobbies was growing and tending plants, including

amaryllises that he grew from seed and lovingly coaxed to bloom. Plants filled his offices at the Supreme Court in

Carson City from floor to ceiling and everywhere in between.

As an undergraduate at the University of Utah, Michael studied English literature. He kept his love for poetry,

stories, literature, and the humanities throughout his life. His favorite authors were Edmund Spenser, Thomas

Hardy, and Edith Wharton. He also deeply loved and felt music. As a teenager, one of his favorite things to do was

fall asleep at the end of the day with his music playing. In church and in amusement parks and wherever music

played, he would tap or clap or dance along with the music. He loved the operas of Verdi and the rock music of the

seventies, most especially Neil Diamond and the Moody Blues. Another of his passionate interests was visual art.

Marc Chagall was his favorite artist. When Michael stood in a gallery and explained what he saw in the paintings of

Chagall and others, it was like you saw those paintings new.

When asked about his hobbies and interests, Michael always mentioned fine dining. He had a lifelong love of good

food, from the venison his family brought back from childhood hunting trips (which he described with relish

throughout his life); to the German cuisine (especially the bread) he discovered while serving his Church mission; to

the sushi that became one of his favorite treats in more recent decades. The Five Alls restaurant in Salt Lake City

was one of his favorite places to be. He discovered it as a teenager in high school. He took his sweetheart there for

special occasions throughout his life. He enjoyed a Father’s Day weekend meal with his family there this year, just

weeks before he passed. If you asked him his favorite food, he would say it was seafood. But the food he ate most

often was cheese.

Michael is preceded in death by his parents, Gaymore and Esther, and by his sister Leslie Jensen and her husband

Gardell. Michael is survived by his wife Regina; by his children, Spencer and Angela; by his siblings Patricia

(Michael) Woodland, Bonnie (Craig) Christensen, Carol (Brooke) Noall, Dean (Jenny) Wall, Donald (Karen) Wall,

Ralph (Idida) Wall, Debra (Alan) Woodland; by his wife’s parents, Gerd and Helga Freimann; by his wife’s siblings,

Volker Freimann and Corinna (Robert) Cavanaugh; by many, many nieces and nephews and their spouses and

children.

Michael will have funeral services in Salt Lake City, on August 7th at 11:00 a.m. at Larkin Sunset Lawn Mortuary,

2350 East 1300 South, Salt Lake City, Utah, where family and friends may visit Friday evening from 6:00 to 8:00

p.m. and Saturday from 9:30 to 10:45 a.m. prior to the service. To view the service held on August 7 in Salt Lake

City, please click on the following link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/HCTxunT2yDd_Kry6dXrlCQDsq2HkGewZgUtxgA2sTElm_tIl1Q3uAhBQeAQ41_Ve.MaNlv6QDhKSx0S9M,

you will need to set up a Zoom account.

A memorial service in Las Vegas will follow on August 14th at 2:00 p.m. at the Red Rock Stake Center of The

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 10550 Alta Drive, Las Vegas, Nevada.


